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— 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
NEW YORK. 


Isle La Mott, Dec. 26, 1832. 


Dear Brother,—Perhaps it would be pleasing 
to your readers to know that Methodist Protes- 
tants are living in the cold regions of the North, 
We cannot give you the pleasing account of our 

rosperity as a church, as some of our’brethren 
in the more southern parts have done, but still 
we have some pleasing prospects before us.— 
We have had several camp-meetifigs which have 
been blessed of the good Lord, and some ac- 
cessions—some from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and several who have been converted 
from the error of their ways. I do not think 
it necessary to detail any particulars as brothers 
Byington, N. Gage, and others, have already 
written on the subject. But one thing I can say, 
that in my little charge every member is alive 
in religion, and I think that there is very little 
risk in saying that they are materials of the best 
kind. Yours, &c. Warr. 


| For the Methodist Protestants 
Penfield, Munroe Co. Dec. 1832. 


_ Dear Brother,—The spiritual health of our 
church on this (Rochester and Penfield) circuit, 
has been gaining for some time. Our prayer and 
class meetings are very profitable. Our minister 
is much loved by the people among whom he Ja- 
bors. We have now a well organized quarterly 
conference. Though we caunot report additions 
with some of your correspondents we can say we 
are gaining slowly. We have received since I 
last wrote you, on this circuit 11 respectable 
members, and all but one, heads of families. 
Yours, &c. Samue. Strowcea. 


For the Methodist Protestant 
VIRGINIA, 
Hampton, January 1, 1833. 

Mr. Editor,—-I take my pen this morning to 
give you a somewhat succinct account of our 
progress the year just past. 

When I commenced my labours here, our 
condition as a church was not so pleasigg to our 
hopes as we could have wished. We-have as 
much opposition to contend: with, as any breth- 
ren (I believe) within the limits of our Confer- 
ence. This circuit embraces nearly the ground 
of two Methodist Episcopal Circuits, sustaining 
three travelling preachers, in conjunction with 
the frequent labours of a presiding Elder; hence 
we have to combat all the old prejudices which 
have been sown and nurtured by the zealous ad- 
herents of Methodist Episcopacy. , But our 
God has not left us to hopeless despair, amidst 
afflictions, by our sectarian opponents, Our ef- 
forts to establish Methodist Protestant princi- 

les have not resulted in a complete failure— 
he world will soon nave presented to it, a 


_| three years past. Bro. M. Goehagan has done 
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the proper foundation, the poliey of which shall 
be the fair offspring of the gospel of Jesus Christ. ; 

There are many on the bounds of this circuit 
who are with us in sentiment, but they remain 
where they are, tamely submitting to the hard 
sayings and cold treatment of those who rule 
and govern them without their consent. By 
such course they deprive themselves of privi- 
leges, and act as bariers to our prosperity. But 
to return, our accessions on the circuit have 
been almost general. In Hampton, Fox-hill, 


the number now of: old standing 82—making in 
all 161 in fellowship. Some few have died,and 
some few who professed wae 5 revival have 
| gone back to the world,-none have gone to the 
old chureh; sonie of their members have joined 
us. Thus we have progressed beyond the cal- 
culations of enemies. We are encouraged to 
continne our laudable efforts—the Saviour seal- 
ing the truth we administer with the sav- 


are certainly in some degree confounded. 


circuit as elsewhere; our brethren generally do 
not feel that interest for the prosperity of our 
cause as they ought: there is wanting a joint co- 
operation in despatch of all church business— 
an energetic move by all the official members 
combined with'the assistance of those who have 
attained the right of suffrage in our church: this’ 
would secure our prosperity in defiance of all 
opposition. May God speedily deliver our 
brethren from such inactivity and make us a ho- 
ly and pious people zealous of good deeds. — 

J. Gopwin, Superintendent. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
KENTUCKY. 


Ruddle’s Mills, Bourbon Co. Dec. 21, 1832. 


Dear Brother,—This circuit has been placed 
under disadvantageous circumstances for two or 


much for the cause—but hi —— circum- 
stances have circumscribed: his\willing heart— 
There is muchopposition to encounter, though 
the Episcopal advocates are not willing to meet 
the subject before the public. But thank God, 
our cause is advancing. At our last quarterly 
meeting we had some mourners—two professed 
to be converted, and six joined the church. On 
one section of the circuit a good revival is now 
going on. Bro. Goehagan has taken in nine or 
ten since our quarterly meeting. Our brethren 
are much encouraged, and we hope God will en- 
large our borders, and add to the church such 
as shall be saved. Yours, &c. | . 

Wy. H. Conus. 

For the Methodist Protestant. 
OHIO. 


| Fort Ball, December 25, 1832. 
Dear Brother,—There is a t here, | 
We held our firgt quar- 


Christian church fall grown, established apon 


'terly meeting in Ti 


New Kent and Charles City, amounting to79— | P@ 


ing energies of the Holy Spirit. Our enemies} 


There is one thing we have to deplore on'this| . 


By 
John J. Harrod, 
For the Methodist Protestant Church. 


- 


November, when and where we organized our 
circuit. It was an excellent time—good feeling 
existed throughout the meeting, seven members 
were added to the class of excellent materials; 
since which time’a few members were received 
at another class. On last Sabbath I found a 
clats in Milan, Huron county, in which two 
preachers were included of. very respectable 
standing and talents. Thereis a good prospect 
here of receiving more. Our borders here could 
very easily be enlarged. ‘The intelligent in this 
rt of country are very friendly to our church 
and discipline. We need’ here more help—we 
doubt not but we shall have it. I have sent these 
five subscribers, and expect in a short time to’ 
obtain more. Your excellent paper has afford- 
ed much encouragement to me in this region, 
for it has been filled with revival intelligence of 
a most animating nature. § Yours, &c. 
DanteL Grppons. 


For the Methodist Protestant. — 
ALABAMA. 


Madison County, Dec, 14, 1832. _. 
Brother,—Having to write you on busi+ 
‘ness, | hope some information of the state of our 
infant zion spread on the same sheet will not 
‘be out of place. 

Without descending to particulars, I would 
just observe that in our Annual Conference of 
last week the state of the work in all parts of 
the district now occupied by us was brought to — 
view. There was nothing to discourage us but 
alack of means whereby to bear up (if I may so 
speak,) the hands of our stationed ministers. In 
different sections of country between the East- 
ern parts of Tennessee and Cane Hill, in Ar- 
kansas Territory, we have societies ized 
and advancing. No station in our field of la- 
bour was found tebe on the decline. Our 
strength in point of numbers, lacks but ten or 
fifteen of doubling the amount with which we 
began the conference year. If my memory 
serves me, not one delegate of the people failed 
to occupy his seat in our conference. May 
Heaven guide us in our onward march! 

Dayip Goopner. 
For the Methodist Protestant, 
NORTH CAROLINA: 
Guilford County, Jan. 2, 18338. 

Dear Brother,—Our church on this Circuit. 
has increased about 500 members this year. Our. 
preachers are well received. The revVival is still - 
going on in some parts of the circuit: the pros- 
pect is glorious that God may carry on his’ 
work till the knowledge of God shall cover the 
earth as the waters do the sea. Yours &c. 
Joun Cor. 


What has God for me to do to-day? I am 
not to live to myself, So I should have thought. 
all my life; doing my work faithfully, praising 
God for appointing it, and desiring no other hap- 


on the 24th and 25th of 


piness. 
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18 METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. shall be passed infringing the liberty of speech | js unruly evil, full of deadly poison”—as, -‘there- 


7 ——|and the press’”—but the using sinful words by/ with bless we God, even the Father; and there- 
For the Methodist Protestamt- | uttering, or printing them, is not this liberty; nor| with curse we men, which are made after the 
THE LIBERTY OF THE PRESS. is it properly, an abuse of this liberty. Sinners similitude of God’’—that as, ‘out of the same 
_ The Christian law of liberty differs from ‘all| are not under this law. They sin as citizens of} mouth proceed blessing and cursing’’—we 
“other laws in this—it was made forthe righteous. | the world, not as one of the peculiar people-|ought not to infringe this liberty? St. James 
It confers its privileges, and enjoins their use,} Nor can any one ever again plead the provisions | says, ‘‘My brethren, these things ought not so 
‘for the promotion of good, and the prevention | of the law of liberty of the press, till he make}to be.” If these things are forbidden, likewise, 
and suppression of evil. It particularly pre-|reparation—to make reparation, is a liberty of} by all scripture, may not the church, proceeding 
scribes the manner of using these privileges and | the press—a liberty conferred by christianity.—| upon the authority of the Holy Scriptures, de- 
describes as particularly their only design. Is it|To utter words to the injury of another, and to| clare that these things shall not so be? Will any 
by speech, by M.S., by printed communication, | refuse retraction, when convinced of the error] man take this liberty from the church, because 
it is all one—the law is for the righteous—for| and the injury, is not liberty, but servitude to the | jts just exercise may infringe his liberty of speech 
their government only. Shall the profane, the | father of lies. | and the press? | | 
obscene, the false talker, or writer, plead the law} But would you make a man an offender fora} We say, christian liberty, now and ever—to 
of liberty of speech and of the press? To this} word? Yes, if in plain English, or imany other} publish and defend the truth regarding princi- 
Jaw, these sinners are aliens. Are all its sub-| understood language, his allegement ‘seriously ples, precepts, doctrines—to controvert,ex pose, 
jects then to be perfect? Yes, so far as truth,in-| affect reputation. wless, rampant demons,in | and utterly put down error whether of friends or 
trinsically and extrinsically, in all its bearings,is | the shapes of lying words, are not to be endur- | foes—-but away with all publications of needless 
concerned. A man who does not speak truth, | ed by the church. Reprove—if he repent,well— | quarrels of individuals, or of parties, one against 
and print truth, must be somewhat wanting in a| if not—tell the church—if the offender refuse |the other. By the church authorities alone 
correct knowledge of the law of liberty of speech | to hear—let him stand out a heathen man, and | should their settlement be made. Any one is at 
and the press if he seek for justification from | as a publican—one expatriated from liberty of the | full liberty to expose the errors of this, or any 
it. Is this Jaw, then, inexorable? No: it makes/ religious press. Let him not have the use of} other article of the writer, and he promises them 
allowances for human infirmities, such as inad-| holy weapons for sinful ends. unfeigned thayks for their kindness. 
vertencies—and it provides for their correction The liberty of the religious press is, to inquire - 
by penitence, confession, and explanation, or| after truth;.to publish it; to controvert and con- | 
retraction, as public and as full as the offense. | found error, through it as a medium of commu- AMERICAN TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 
It enjoins the permission of the use of means of| nication. Any other sort of use of the press,| Circular—As the success of the temperance 
reparation, before church prosecution; forbids} we think, is forbidden in the Holy Scriptures.—| cause depends upon the universal diffusion of 
rendering evil for evil, and disallows miscon-| We cannot admit that a man abuses this liberty} correct information among all classes of peo- - 
struction; subdues passion on all sides; sustains| by using sinful words; for, such a one is not| ple, the Executive Committee of the American 
reason in demanding, and in making conces-| freed by this law; he is in servitude to his evil] Temperance Society have thought proper to 
sion; and, even permits self-justification on its|tempers. A slave cannot abuse the liberty ofa| adopt the following resolutions. 
own principles. Its fundamental principle is} freeman, for he never enjoyed it, or does not| 1. That it is expedient that delegates from 
§@“‘As ye would that men should do unto you,} now. Slavery and freedom exist not in the same | temperance societies and from the friends of 
even 80 do ye unto them.” Do this, and use| person at the same time. Say the man has re- | temperance in every part of the United States, 
the liberty of speech and of the press to the end} tiirned to bondage—give him time’ to re-assert|be invited to meet in convention to consider 
of the world. Express honest opinions, contro-| his liberty—this is authorised by the Holy Scrip-| the best means of extending, by a general diffu- 
vert, sustain, confute. But don’t accuse minis-|tures. But we deny the saying, that while he|sion of information, and the exertions of a kind 
ters—don’t accuse brethren, before the world—| indulges in sinful words and tempers, he is abus-|and persuasive moral influence, the principle of 
uatil after you find there is no nar in the|ing liberty. Why the man is not free—he is| abstinence from the use of ardent spirits through- 
chureh—at least that no one understands your) only abusing his bondage by adding to his chains. | out our country. 
demands upon justice, as perfectly as yourself,} We should be happy to see the day when ig-| 2%. That measures be immediately taken to 
and as the public will be seen to do, when you/norant and passionate men were all set free by| procure such a convention to be held in the city 
have experienced the whole matterin your own | the law of liberty—then nothing will be publish-| of Philadelphia, on the day of May, 1833. 
manner. — | ) ed injurious to the reputation of others; thenig-| 3. That each state temperance society be and 
Mr. Editor, be so good as to inform us, what| norant and passionate men will not sit in judg-| hereby is requested to send three or more dele- 
is the liberty of the periodical b apiece a One} ment on transgressors. But, ‘‘will you take from | gates, and each county society to send one or 
g you conduct. Is it first, To instruct the e the first offender the liberty of the press, and | more delegates to the proposed .convention. 
norant._ 2. To interest the intelligent. 3. To} give a rule to the second, which would furnish} 4. That it be recommended that the appoint- 
be a medium of communication between breth-| him with the unbridled libert of prosecution?’’ | ment of delegates, so far as it shall be practica- 
ren in distant places. 4. To publish glad tid-| Neither the one nor the other. In the first|ble, be made on the twenty-sixth day of Febru- 
ings. 5. To promote all good. 6. To restrict | place, we say again, the first has no such liberty|ary next, the day already fixed upon for a 
vice, detecting and exposing it in all its hiding} to take away. Have men a liberty to steal? The | simultaneous meeting of the friends of tempe- 
places, putting it to open shame in its supposed | unbridled power of prosecution, is tyranny, not|rance societies and friends of temperance, in 
secret subterfuges. 7. Direct the wandering into liberty. N o man can by liberty be constituted | all the cities,towns and villages of the U. States. 
the ways of safety and of peace. 8, To ex-la tyrant. Therefore, we wish a rule tobe made| 5. That im those states and counties in which 
postulate with the tardy that they may quicken| which shall be so explicit and full as to prevent | no temperance society is organized, the friends 
their footsteps. 9. To serve the public. 10.| individual and oficial slander. of temperance be and they hereby are requested 
Especially to serve our own church? | Suppose we had a rule of this kind:—When |to appoint, in such a manner as they think pro- 
_ Your press has no liberty to do evil. There | disputes involving personal or official reputation, | per, the same number of delegates for each state 
is no other liberty of the press, but to do good. | arise from any cause, between ministers, preach- | and county as are proposed in the third resolu- 
But we may differ im Our notions of good, and | ers, official, or other members, of our church, |tion, to be appointed by the several state and 
in Our manner of doin ite Suppose we do— which cannot be amicably settled by the parties, | county societies respectively. 
“Every man has an ina ienable right to private | the person, or persons aggrieved, shall enter} 6. Thatall editors of papers and other publi- 
judgment’’—most certainly—and this is a pow-| Complaints only to the church authorities having | cations throughout our country, who are friendly 
er, a duty, to worship Gop according to ourown | cognisance of these matters, who shall proceed, |to the cause of temperance, be and they ‘hereby 
conscience; that is, according to the best light|as directed by the Constitution and Discipline, Jare respectfully requested to insert the forego- 
we have, including all the powers and duties of|to hear the parties and decide. But, if instead ing resolutions, in their several publications, 
well-doing. But we have more than a bare] of so referring disputes, either, or both, of the /and in such other ways as they may deem suit- 
right to private judgment— we have an equal/| parties, shall by writing or printing, publish their | able to use their influence to promote the object 
ht to express our opinion”—think as we real or supposed grievances, so as to injure in-|of the proposed convention—universal absti- 
please, and talk, and print as we choose? Yes— | dividual reputation, such doings shall be consid-|nence from the use of ardent spirits. | 
any ay not violate the laws of| ered excommunicable offences. Samuet Hupsarp, Pres’t Am. Temp. Soc. 
pho t “ 0 ae fellow-men.” This} Would such a rule “infringe the liberty of} John Tappan, George Odiorne, Heman Lin- 
25, | speech or of the press?” Or will any one say, |coln, Justin Edwards, Enoch Hale, Jr. Executive 
de —"NNO rule! that as “the tongue can no man tame”—as “it! Committee. Boston, Dec. 12, 1832. 
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Y .. subscription list with many good subscribers; and 
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' ing made this statement, that they will immedi- 


_kmowsto be due. By their united efforts, the 


LTIMORE: 
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 18, 1833. 


THIS PUBLICATION. 

Our brethren and friends are hereby informed, 
that so far from this Paper being a source of 
revenue or profit tothe Church as contemplated, 
that on the contrary, the receipts for the first 
and second volumes are by no means equal to 
the expenses of the publication. 

The Publisher has not received by $1200 as 
much as he has paid. It is important every 
way, that our friends in every place should 
know this fact. We look with confidence to 
our ministers. preachers, and agents, after hav- 


ately use their personal efforts to increase the 
also that they will collect and remit what each 


deficiency will be more than made up, and the 
Church be materially benefitted by their kind 
co-operation. 

We respectfully suggest the present moment 
as more suitable for procuring subscribers, as 
we can now furnish the numbers from the be- 
ginning of the volume. | 

Remittances on account of books sent to 
order, are respectfully requested. Books of 
every description will be forwarded to the order 
of all who are punctual in remitting, and who 


feel sufficient interest to effect as speedy sales 
as practicable. 


& 


JUST PUBLISHED BY JOHN J. HARROD, BALTIMORE, 


A TREATISE ON THE 
INSTITUTION, NATURE AND DESIGN 
OF THE 


LORD’S SUPPER. 
BY JAMES R. WILLIAMS, 
A Minister of the Methodist Protestant Church. 
Price in neat half binding 37} cts. or $3 per 
dozen—per gross $33. Orders will be stant 
ly executed from any part of the United States. 


The publisher with much pleasure presents 
the above work to the reception of the Christian 
public, under a firm persuasion that the author 
has presented a truly enlightened and scriptural 
view of that sacred ordinance of the Church of 
Christ? called “THe Lorp’s supper.” 

The multifarious duties of the publisher have 
prevented him from circulating this treatise as 
extensively as he would in order to obtain multi- 
plied recommendations. Yet he entertains the 
confident expectation that it will meet with nu- 
merous fnends in every church of enlightened 
Protestants throughout the United States. It is 


5 fe which in the opinion of many deserves 


; for the correctness of the sentiments advaticed, 


| Rev. James R. Williams, presents, in my opin- 


a 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


but also for the perspicuity with which they are 
illustrated and sustained. 


The following recommendations have been 
be furnished to the publisher. 


From Reo. Dr. Waters, minister M. P. Church. 
The Treatise on the Lord’s Supper, by the 


ion, well defined and scriptural views respecting 
that Ordinance of Christianity. A perusal of it 
cannot fail to expose certain popular errors that 
exist upon the subject, and, what is of equal 
importance, will probably awaken in the minds 
of the community a stricter examination into 
the “‘nature and design” of the institution. I 
have not had leisure to turn to ‘he references 
made by the Author, but, from his usual accura- 
cy and precision, have reason to believe they are 
all correct. The judiciousness of his views 
struck me forcibly, when first of all the discourse 
was delivered in St. John’s Church, and I then 
felt a particular desire that the sermon should 
be printed and offered to the public. Now that 
it is so offered, and with considerable enlarge- 
ment, | do not hesitate to recommend the Trea- 
tise as justly deserving the notice of our breth- 
ren, and also of Protestant Christians generally. 
F. Wissas, 


Baltimore, Dec. 21, 1832. 


From Rev. W. W. Wallace, minister M.P.Church 


‘So far as I have been able to turn my atten- 
tion to the examination of the Rev. J, R. W’s. 
treatise on the Lord’s Supper, I have been deep- 
ly impressed with the conviction that he has 


which will entitle him to the grateful acknow- 
ledgments of his brethren. Itis a most im- 
portant and seasonable production: it has fea- 
tures of excellence and of interest peculiar to. 
itself. There are many valuable principles Jaid 
down in it, and followed out with great vigour 
and effect. It is my deliberate conviction, that 
it is one of the ablest treatises on that subject 
that has appeared from the press, and is evi- 
dently the result of much patient and deliberate 
reflection. I feel no hesitation in giving it my 
unqualified approbation, and recommend it te 
the serious consideration of the christian com- 
munity, as admirably calculated to subserve the 
interests of christianity. I hope his labours will 
be abundantly compensated in the extensive 
circulation of the work.—W. W. WA. acs, 
Sup’t. Baltimore City Station, M. P. Church. 


From Rev. Dr. Jennings, minister M. P. Church. 


Dear Sir,—In conformity to your request, I 
have given the ‘Treatise on the institution,nature 
and design of the Lord’s Supper, by James R. 
Williams,’ a careful perusal,and am obliged and 
gratified by having thisearly opportunity of ten- 
dering to him my acknowledgments for the pro- 
duction of a work well suited to the people of 
our fellowship, and which is so suitably timed, 
in view of the exposure and further reformation 
of those episcopal formularies, the continued use 
of which, cannot fail to fasten upon the minds 
of many, very erroneous and injurious associa- 
tions. I most cheerfully concur with Dr. Wa- 
ters, in recommending it to the the notice of our 
brethren, and to P: otestant Christians of the dif- 
ferent denominations; believing it will generally 
meet with their approbation. Ra 


© De generally circulated, perused and patroniz- 
ed by the pious of all denominations, aot only 


received by the author, and no doubt others will} 


performed a service to the Church of Christ, | 


From the Rev. J, G. Morris, Pastor English Le- 


I have read the Treatise on the Institution, &c. 
of the, Lord’s Supper, by Mr. Williams, and 
hereby express my hearty accordance with the 
views he so ably maintains. Though educated 
in a different faith on this subject, supported by 
an imposing atray of illustrious names, yet the 
unvarnished scriptural doctrine 18 very ae 
and has been cont elucidated by Mr. It 
is time to throw a li 
investigation upon the mysticism of “our fath- 
ers,” and to clear away the dust of former ages 
from several of the doctrines of holy writ.— 
Whilst religion cannot be improved, there is 


| certainly room for reform in theology. 


I recommend this little work to all who de- 
sire a plain and scriptural view of the Lord’s 
Supper. Joun G, Morais. 

Baltinore, Jan. 2,:1833. 


Rev. Dr. Uhthorn, minister German L. Church. 


Dear Sir,— With great satisfaction and edifica- ) 


tion I have perused the Treatise on the Lord’s 
Supper by the Rev. James R. Williams, and feel 
it to be my duty to recommend the work to the 
particular attention of the religious public. I 
fully concur in the opinions given of the Trea- 
tise by the Rev. Doctors Waters and Jennings, 
and firmly believe that these pages will contri- 
bute largely to the dispersion of the mists of er- 
ror and superstition. May the bright shining 
sun of heaven’s truth beam upon all our minds, 
take away every deceptive veil, and lead us into 
the knowledge of the truth as it is in Christ. 


| J. 
Baltimore, Dec. 28, 1832. 
From the Rev. D. E. Reese, minister M.P. Church. 
Rev. James R. 
I have read with attention and pleasure your 


Treatise on the Institution, Nature and Design 
of the Lord’s Supper.’”’ Your presentation of 


numerous popular errors, in relation to this’ 


Uhristian Ordinance, which have, and which still 
obtain, throughout the christian world; and your 
lucid refutation of them, by an appeal to the 
Book of God, the unerring standard of christian 
faith and conduct; will assuredly meet the ap- 
probation of every. christian, who is desirous of 
holding the truth of God in righteousness. 

I consider your *‘Treatise,” as a brief, but 
comprehensive, compend of the more prominent 
delusions and superstitions, in relation to the 
Ordinance in question; anda confutationof them 
by the light of Divine Revelation—ander this 
conviction, I can but express a desire that this 
work may obtain a candid, attentive, and pray- 
erful perusal by every professor of the faith of 
the gospel, as it is in Jesus Christ. | 


D. E. Reese. 


"Baltimore, Dec. 26, 1832. 


From Rev. L. J. Cox, minister M. P. Church. 


I have read the Rev. James R. Williams’ 
Treatise on the Lord’s Supper, and consider it 
well calculated to conduct the enquiring mind 
to a correct understanding ol this truly inter- 
esting and important Christian Ordinance, and 
canting § the work not only calculated to en- 
lighten the mind, but to produce a moral and re- 
lignes influence upon the heart and life, I with 
pleasure therefore, recommend it to the notice 


Samver K. | 
Baltimore, Dec. 2%, 1832. 


of all who wish to become properly acquainted 
with the subject. Cox, 
January 1, 1833. | 
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MISCELLANY. 


THE TRIUMPH OF FEELING. 
(BY REV. J. YOUNG.) 


_ A-mother’s love, ah, who can show it? 
A mother’s grief, ah, who would know it? 
A mother’s love, is nature’s feeling : 

A mother's grief,—past nature’s pet 


A mother’s love, is strong,—deep,—thrilling, 


A mother’s grief 
‘The revellers in the gay city of New York 
were still engaged in thought-diverting song and 
dance. The splendid drawing-rooms and ex- 
tensive saloons blazed with unrivalled brillian- 
cy, presented a fac-simile of the beau ideal of 
the poet, such as the creative genius of the au- 
thor of Lalla Rookh has furnished. Smiling 
- beauty held its devotces entranced,—the wor- 
shippers of the bacchanalian od bowed servile- 
ly before his shrine, and, by large and destruc- 
tive potations from the grape, the juniper-berry, 
or distillations from molasses, seemed to bid de- 
fiance to every attack which reason or reflection 
might make upon them,—all was noise,—mo- 
tion,—hilarity. The blush of morning was al- 
ready visible: still the song and the wassail rout 
were heard. The mists which frequently en- 
velop the Kittatany mountains, had fled before 
the bursting glory of the monarch of day,—still 
the dance was continued,—and thus, as if no 
heart heaved with any emotion other than perfect 
happiness would produce, the inhabitants hailed 
the anniversary of their independence—at the 
jubilant celebration of it at New York. 

But there was one among’the multitude, who 
not in the joyous festivity, whose 
eart beat not in unison with the high sounds of 
enjoyment which gencrally prevailed; she was a 
lonely cheerless widow. All night she had 
watched, and listened, and prayed, and wept.— 
Yet no sound of approaching footsteps, such as 
she wished to hear, greeted Ror troubled spirit, 
the noisy din of the city rose and fell upon her 
ear, the song and the laugh were heard floating 
upon the thin silent ether, but these only added 
to hér sorrow, and made the wo, that sat heavy 
upon her stricken heart, still heavier. Her neat 
and humble dwelling was situated at a short dis- 
tance from the town; it might have been called, 
and by some considered, lonely! but it was not 
really so, for, like the highly favored family of 
Bethany, she was frequently indulged with vis- 
its, enlivening visits, from Him, in spirit, who 
was in the habit of often making cheerful the 
abode of Lazarus and his sisters by his bodily 

presence. : 
How many years had elapsed since Mrs. Bre- 
tange was called to shed the almost first tear of 
sorrow she bad shed since she had borne that 
bame,—occasioned by the death of the loved 
husband of her youth, 1 know not, nor shall 1 
presume to conjecture; all I know is, that the 
painful dispensation had given a check to her na- 
tural volatility, and thrown a pleasing serious- 
ness over her feelings and her persou. The 
pleasures in which she bad saesiiad, and the gay 
perce in which she had takeu the lead, lust for 
ver their charms and attractions,—and hence 
they had been abandoned; reflection followed, 
and evidence, which admitted not a question, 
was soon furnished, that in very mercy she had 
beenafflicted. The defencelessness of widow- 
hood was indeed experienced; villains, assum- 
ing the address and name of gefitlemen, like 
vultures pouncirg on their helpless prey, de- 
lrayded her, and, from circumstances of ease 
an@respectability, she was reduced by fraud and 
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rapine to comparative indigence. Still the elas- 
ticity of her mind rose above the depressing in- 
fluence of her condition, The energy of fe- 
male character shone out in her conspicuous! y; 
and, as riches made to themselves wings and 
fled away,—unearthly treasures opened to her 
awakened mind their inviting, satisfying charms; 
grace gently led her to their possession,—and 
religion’s tried and never-failing consolations 
supported her mind, and cheered her soul, and 
hence she struggled on with heroism such as 
genuine piety alone could have produced. ) 

One child, one only child, the offspring of de- 
voted affection, was left—a lovely boy. Jnhim, 
all her earthly cares centred. For him, she toil- 
ed and laboured. Over him, she shed the tears 
of fondness, such as a mother only could feel. 
If pious example could have influenced, exhor- 
tations have prevailed, or prayers have succeed- 
ed, the desires of her heart would have been 
realized;—Bernard would have walked in the 
paths his mother trod. But it was not so. For 
him prayer had no attraction,—religiton no plea- 
sure,—holiness no charms. The heart of his 
poor widowed mother bled with an agony such 
as description fails to portray, as she beheld her 
son, her only son, advancing fast toward man- 
hood, having no fear of God before his eyes,and 
no preparation for heaven in his heart. 

You passed on, and Bernard had attained 
his twenty-fourth year, without any change be- 
ing seen in his spirit or practice, except,indeed, 
from bad to worse. Still the tond mother faint- 
ed not, the yearning affection of her soul, as if 
gaining fresh energies as the depravity of her 
offspring was developed—like another Syrophe- 
nican matron,she became pressingl y importunate, 
and, with the spirit of the father of the faithful, 
she believed in hope, against hope; with the 
hand of faith, she put aside the curtain shadows 
which interpose betwixt the present and ‘the fu 
ture world, and with a strong mental vision, in- 
vigorated and cleared by the book of inspira- 


tion, gazed on the scenes and consequences of 
the Jast day. 


“That day of dread decision and despair, 
That day for which all other days were made.” 


She heard by imagination the decree go forth 
from the lips of the Judge,—‘Let him that is 
filthy by filthy still,"—-and seemed to listen to 
the appalling sentence, “Depart, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire.” She knew her child—her son— 
would be among that number, unless an act of 
sovereign grace were now passed in his favour. 
The thought was crushingly oppressive; feeling 
appeared to have arisen to its utmost altitude; 
and, in an agony bordering on wildness, she im- 
plored, as she besought the Father of mercies— 
“Save, oh, save my son, through Him who died, 
the just fur the unjust, tu bring sinners to God.” 
Such was the employment, and such were the 
feelings of the widow and the mother, as a new 
day broke upon our world, and while yet the 
gay and the thoughtless caroused in the bzauti- 
tul city. Among that number was Bernard; 
who, as the fourth hour of day was proclaimed 
by the announcers of time’s flight, entered the 
humble abode of his mother, under the influence 
of inebriety. ‘The worn-out watcher, overcome 
by anxiety and fatigue, had sunk into a state of 
partial forgetfulness; and therefore,until late the 
nest morning, Bernard encountered not the 
ser, eye, and grief-worn countenance of his 

rent. 


To follow the profligate prodigal through all 
the labyrinthine wilds of folly which he trod, or 
to exhibit all the scenes of low profanity in 


which he revelled, would be to unclose a cata- 


from 


logue, at which morality would turn pale, which 
credulity might call in questionand from which 
modesty would turn away her face in disgust 
and horror. Such exhibitions had better never 
be made; their very disclosure seems to diffuse 
a polluting influence, almost tainting all who 
look upon them. They possess no feature of a 
pleasing character to the eye of the pious, and 
their intluence can never be otherwise than bane- 
ful to the inexperienced youth, or hardening to 
the dissolute adult. It will be sufficient for all 
the purposes intended by the sketch, to state, 
that + ran the lengths and breadths of wicked- 
ness—and appeared to have reached the heights, 
and to have fathomed the depths of depravity. 
Ot him it might have been said, 


Mercy did not soften him, 
Justice did not awe; 
The gospel had no charms for him, 
He heeded not the law. 
But, madly on his ruin bent, 
He like an ox to slaughter went. 


The history of the revival of religion in Amer- 
ica, might, without impropriety, be contemplat- 
ed as the history of a new epoch in the prospects 
and celebrity of that increasingly important 
country. However high America stood before, 
in a prospective point of view, and with what- 
ever attention other and distant natiuns survey- 
ed her, she has now advanced to a point of ele- 
vation, which commands the respect of powers, 
to which, before, she was comparatively un- 
known; and she will continue to advance, until 
the admiration and the fear of the other king- 
doms of the world shail be offered as a tribute 
to her excellent greatness. The purifying leaven 
which is now spreading through all ranks of her 
vast population, will present a renovated people, 
whose influence shall be as extensive as her re- 
sources are mighty. In this revival, the city of 
New York was favoured to share. ‘The Spirit 
from on high was poured upon the people in such 
a degree, as before had been scarcely conceiv- 
ed. The fire raf} and its quickening influence 
was acknowledged by thousands, and tens of 
thousands. 

‘That such as had waited and prayed for this 
manifestation of grace and mercy, shoutd richly 
partake of, and rejoice in it, can create no sur- 
prise. Among tbat number stuod the pious Mrs. 
Bretange. If, before this, the solicitude of her 
heart ran high,in reference to her profligate son; 

it might be argued, if proof had 
not been afforded, that it would inerease in the 
same rativ as her own spiritual knowledge and 
experience advanced. Every motive which in- 
genuity could devise,and every argument which 
wisdom, and love, and zeal, could supply, were 
employed to induce the son of many prayers to 
return from his evil way, and live. 

There was one feature in the character of 


Bernard which seemed to have been placed there | 


as a redeeming quality, to save the whole from 
execration and abhorence; it was the strong af- 
fection which he bore towards his mother. {tis 
indeed admitted, that this did not always oper- 
ate; passion led him frequently to perpetrate 
what his informed judgment reprobated. ‘There 
were periods, however, when no pleasure, of 
which he was capable, could bear comparison 
ove what he experienced on beholding his moth- 
er happy. 

It was during one of these periods of ration- 
ality, and while the spirit of inquiry was strong 
and extensive, that the pious widow besought 
her wandering son to accompany her to the 
church which she constantly attended,and where 
multitudes, both of men and of women, had be- 
come obedient to the faith, Fora few moments 
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he treated the request, as he had often done on 
former occasions, with heartless raillery, but at 
length, won by the earnestness of his mother’s 
entreaty, he consented to accompany her. 

That a mother—a christian mother—should 
feel emotions, such as cold, calculating theorists 
cannot even imagine, at beholding the sole ob- 
ject of her earthly affections and anxious solici- 
tudes brought within the sound of the proclama- 
tion of those truths which are declared to be 
“the power of God unto salvation,” is not, can- 
not be surprising, even on natural principles.— 
Admitting so much, (which admission can only 
be made for argument’s sake,) as that enthu- 
siasm, in the popular sense of that word, or the 
wild, sacehirellahla sway of strongly excited 
imagination, working on the animal passions, be 
the whole of what is generally denominated re- 
ligious feeling,—still the enjoyment is real, al- 
though the nature of the enjoyment my not be 
correctly understoods;—while the recollection, 
that the same means as those now resorted to, 
produced the results experienced, will naturally 
excite and encourage the pleasing anticipation, 
that similar effects may follow in the experience 
of those beloved. Or, supposing, even, that 
temporary delusion has obscured and bewildered 
the intellectual part of its victim, still the delu- 
sion itself must be beneficial, while it begets an 
enlarged and holy philanthropy. in reference to 
others. 

Such were the noble and rational feeli 
which filled the bosom of Mrs. Bretange, while 
she gazed upon her son, as he took his seat.in 
the temple of God. Every powerful appeal to 
the conscience, every alarming display of the 
evil and tendency of transgression, and every 


touching exhibition of the love of God, and of p 


Christ, which fell from the lips of the energetic 
minister of mercy, fixed the inquiring eye of the 
watchful mother upon Bernard, while she raised 
her heart in unuttered supplication to the Spirit 
of truth, that He would enlighten the eyes of 
the understanding, and take away the enmity of 
the heart of her son. Still no pleasing indica- 
tions were afforded, that her petitions were 
granted, or that ignorance and depravity had 
been superseded by knowledge and purity— 
Thus the service closed, and the mother and son 
returned again to their dwelling: the widow, to 
weep and ce Aioage Bernard, to act as if given 
up to the hardness of his heart, and contempt of 
God’s holy will and commandments. 


One part of the declared experience of the 
distinguished apostle of the Gentiles, is power- 
fully illustrative of the character and the feel- 
ings of the sorrowing mother on this occasion,— 
‘perplexed, but not in despair!” No!—to cir- 
cumscribe either the mercy or the power of God, 
she felt would be impious, and, although cast 
down in her spirit, her hopes were not destroy- 
ed. She remembered the cheering promise,— 
“Tf will contend with him that contendeth with 
thee, and | will save thy children,’’—and felt 
her faith encouraged;—she contemplated the fact 
of that promise as actually accomplished in in- 
numerable instances, in a spiritual point of view, 
and was strengthened still to believe that. 

Grace can renew, and grace alone, 
And what it can, it will; 


God will his pow’r and truth make known, 
His promises fulfill. 


Once again, the commanding eloquence of a 
mother’s love was poured forth by Mrs. Bre- 
tange, as she besought her dear Bernard to listen 
to the voice, and attend to the solicitation, of 
Him who requests, ‘‘My son, give me thine 
Bernard,” As continued, 


| feel a desire to ‘‘flee from the wrath to come,” 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


entreatingly, as she pressed ane of his hands y 


tween her own, “to-night, go and unite with 
those who ‘worship in spirit and intruth” TI re- 
gret that I cannot accompany you, but my health 
will not allow it. At your return, I hope to re- 
ceive some information of what you may hear, 
and by that means derive a satisfaction, which 
the ordinances of the sanctuary have not failed 
tu afford me, now, for many years. You will 
o, will you not Bernard?’—-A tear started into 
er eye, as the request was urged,— it was irre- 
sistible,—the powerful feelings of the prodigal 
had as yet been only numbed,not entirely crush- 
ed,—he returned the pressure of the hand, and 
replied, «Well, mother, as you wish it, I will 
this once, although I had promised to spend this 
evening another way,—and yet,””—and he hesi- 
tated,—“ will not some other time do as well? 
I promise you.” The quick speaking eye of 
rs. Bretange, kindled with instant anxiety, 
and in a tone, solemn, yet affectionate, she ob- 
served, before he had finished the sentence, 


“Procrastination is the thief of time, 
Be wise to-day, ’tis madness to defer.” 


Bernard, half reluctantly, promised, that for 
once it should be as his mother wished, and,after 
adjusting his dress for the occasion, departed. 
ere are periods when the mind, for want of 
external objects, turns in u itself; during 
which time, neither the sophistry of fallen na- 
ture, nor the objecting depravity of the heart, 
satisfactory apology for past conduct, 
or deprive the unwelcome intruder, thought, of 
its inquisitive and annoying influence: thus Ber- 
nard felt as he walked forwards. Day light had 
for a full hour receded, and darkness had wrap- 
dits impervious mantle round the recent ob- 
jects of vision. He was alone too; he had rath- 
er shunned, than courted the unwelcome com- 
od with joy,—and hence he e a prey to 
and confounding. The pe- 
culiar anxi of his mother on his account, in 
connexion with a strong something within, which 
he could not explain, led him into a reverie, | 
which, by the time he had reached the place of 
worship, prepared him to give so much attention 
to the service, as might enable him to judge con- 
cerning the claims of religion upon his attention 
and reasen. 

The devotional exercises which preceded the 
preacher’s address, were attended to by him 
with little more than external propriety,—but 
the pathos, the vigour of thought, and felicitous 
adaptation of his discourse to the character of 
the audience, displayed by the “ambassador for 
Christ,” riveted his attention. Conviction fol- 
‘lowed the light which was imparted,—gradually 
he yielded up his prejudices one by one, until 
the wounded spirit groaned its agony im pray- 
er,—silent yet strong, “God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner.”? The big tear rolled down his cheeks; 
a tremor, powerful as new, possessed him,—de- 
struction seemed to yawn at his feet, while no 
way of escape as yet appeared to him. 

The sermon was concluded, and, as on such 
occasions was usual, an invitation was given by 
the minister to all persons present, who might 


to approach the front of the pulpit,in order that 
special prayer might be by the church presented 
for them. Several attended the invitation,—a 
circle was already formed, yet Bernard was not 
one of the number who composed it. He sat 
confused and condemned, and half concealed in 
his solitary seat. His character had been well 
known; and his presence, even, excited the sur- 
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alone was strange, but that he should remain 
when special prayer was made, and after many 
had retired, was stranger still, and could only 
be accounted for on the score of curiosity, if not 
a worse feeling.—Prayer became fervent,—it, 
increased,=—the place to many became a Bochim, 
to others a Bethel;—one after another was seen, 
on thut memorable evening, approaching the 
place of penitents, who, like Ephraim, repented, 
after they were instructed, and presently among 
that number knelt the recent! bare t now 
deeply penitent, Bernard. The hour grew late, 
but the flight of time was not perceived by those 


who prayed, or by those who were prayed - 
y 


one e seemed to possess each,—‘ 
will not gn, except thon blots me;”? while 
one prevailing prayer was offered—‘‘Bless me, . 


even me, O my Father.” é 
long- 


The widow had waited with the utmost 
ing, her son’s return, as she expected at the close 
of the sermon; but two hours since then had 
elapsed, still he came not. A dreadful misgiv- 
ing took possession of her, that either Bernara 
had said, “I go, and went not,” or, havi 
gone, his return had been prevented thro 
meeting with some of his alee associates. 
Eleven o’clock had already been struck, and the 
heart of Mrs. Bertrange sunk within her, as her 
fears led her to believe, with sickening confi- 
dence, that her son, her loved, unhappy son, was 
revelling in some haunt of viee, whem a foo 
fell on her ears—she listened but it was not Ber- 
nard;—it drew nearer,—some one 
the door of her cottage,—a gentle knock in- 
formed her, admission was sought;—an inquiry 
was made, and the well-known voice of a friend 
answered. The door was instantly opened, 
when one, who had just left the house of prayer, 
‘congratulated her on the change of heart which 
her son had experienced,and afterwards explain- 
all that the widow required to knowgwhoclasp- — 
ing her hands, exclaimed,—‘Father, I thank 
‘thee,—-my prayer is granted,—my son was lost, 
and is found,—he was dead, and is alive agains” 
doubt would have mingled with her confidence, 
and blighted her joy, had not the character of her 
informant silenced it. 

Her heart beat wildly, she experienced a de- 
liriam of pleasure; she clasped her hands, and 
wept like an infant—her happiness surpassed 
expression, while her gratitude mocked every 
attempt to give it utterance. And now the 
sound of Bernard’s tread was heard,—the door 
opened, and he entered; his countenance, as he 
held out his arms to receive his mother, pro- 
claimed the correctness of all that had been told 
her,—she advanced to meet him, but the tide of 
joy, of rapture, was too powerful; she might 
have exclaimed with old Simeon, *‘Lord, now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, accord- 
ing to thy word, for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation.” Ere the arms which she had exten- 
ded, to enfold in their embrace her son, had 
reached him, she sunk down at his feet,—and, 
with one short sigh, passed to heaven. 


| If a person whom I esteemed and loved, and 
absolutely depended on for my support and hap- 
piness, were to prescribe a rule of conduet to 
‘me, I should conform to it with pleasure, and 
hardly ever deviate from it, especially if I knew 
he had his eye always upon me. Why, then, 
am I not so affected towards God, but because I 
value his favor less; or stand less in awe of him, 
or judge the performance of his commands to be 


| impossible, or trust unwarrantably in his merey, 


and all from a 


prise of not a few. ‘That he should be there 


prevalent corruption of heart and 
nature. 
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A PICTURE OF INFIDELITY. _ 
The Opening of the Fourth Seal. 

“‘And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard 
the voice of the fourth living creature say, Come and 
see. And I looked and beheld a white horse: and his 
name that sat on him was death; and hell fullowed with 
him. And power was given unto them over a fourth 

of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, 
and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.” 
Rev. vi. 7, 8. : 
_ Christianity arose white in its native purity; 
it went forth conquering, error fell before it, pa- 
ganism was destroyed; and Christ had yet to 
. Another religion, red with blood and 
propagated by the sword, afterward arose, anc 
now, after having long taken peace from the 
earth, its deluded votaries would seem to be en- 
tering on their last warfare, in killing one ano- 
ther. We may come and see. Mahometanism 
needs not to be named. Darkness, as all know, 
long brooded over Christendom. And a religi- 
on, the same in name as the Christian, but no 
more like unto its heavenly purity, simplicity, 
and truth, than that which is black is like unto 
that which is white, prevailed for a long period, 
and was accompanied by a heavy yoke, till it 
has recently been superseded by different prin- 
ciples in the mind of men. And the spiritual 
state of man put on a new aspect, and that is 
the paleness of death. 

‘Jesus in appealing to the children of men as 
being endowed with reason, asked, ‘Why, even 
of yourselves, judge ye not what is right?” ‘‘The 
successor of Peter asked no such ‘question of 
the’ blinded votaries of Rome. The darkness 
of superstition could not finally withstand the 
light of reason; and men at length reclaimed 
the exercise of private judgment, the unalienable 
right of every rational creature. But the prone- 
ness of man to error was exemplified anew. 
From superstition the descent was easy to infi- 
delity. And the blackness of darkness was 
changed into the lividness of death. And if 
Christianity, Mahometanism, and Popery, have 
heretofore been seen holding their divided, 
however different, sway over the minds of men, 
not less marked than these, we may now come 
and see infidelity. John saw but the figure; we 
are the witnesses of the fact. Modern skepti 
cal infidelity, falsely so called, occupies the last 
space, in the view of the hostile forms by which 
christianity has been assaulted. And the world 
need not be ignorant of the significancy of the 
symbol. And the effect of the vision has been 

ready felt, in revolutions and convulsions such 
as were scarcely ever witnessed before; and the 
slaughter of millions, it is to be feared is the be- 

inning, not the end, of that work of death and 
» wearers. Aa which, even on earth, infidelity 
can do. | | 
In modern times, unlike to any that went be- 
fore them, all forms of religion have bee aban- 
doned and abjured. It was anew thing on 
earth that a nation became infidel. The Sab- 
bath was desecrated and displaced. Supersti- 
tion was overthrown, but no altar was erected 
to the living God. Religion, the life of the soul, 
was extinct; and nothing but a death-like form 
could designate its state. Men had no hope of 
heaven, no fear of hell, no faith*in God, no 
thought of retribution; but like spiritual despe- 
radoes, defying God to the uttermost, and mak- 


ing a mockery of the judgment to come, they 
engraved on thé entrance to the catacombs, as 
if a chisel in the hand of man could uncreate or 


eternal sleep.’ The paleness of death came. 
over the spirits of men. 
was theironly doctrine. And so absolutely lost 
was all feeling of religion, as characterizing the 
times—so perfectly could death alone denote 
and designate the spiritual state of man, that 
frenzied mortals, the council of a great nation, 
which led the van of the infidel hosts, first de- 
creed that there was not, and afterward, to com- 
plete the blasphemy, that there was a Gop, 


sense, in the souls of men, when faith in God 
was renounced, and where deceitful lusts reign- 
ed uncontrolled and rioted within them, than 1s 
human life in the body when it has passed into 
its state of corruption, and knows no life but 
what is to be found ina mass of worms There 
is an existence after its own kind, but it is not 
the man that lives. 
hell, which he denied, or rather shades—death 


dead, followed with him. 
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The death of the soul} 


There was no more spiritual life, in a religious 


His name was Death, and 


in a.natural sense, or the separate state of the 
There is a natural 
union between infidelity and death. If the soul 
have no life, no separate being or after-existence, 
the life of man is of no more worth, and no more 
to be regarded than that of any other brute-beast 
made to be taken and destroyed. And never 
was there a recklessness of life, nor a work of 
human and mutual slaughter, like unto that of 
the reign of terror, when death kept his court 
where infidelity had its throne. 

It is not merely the general prevalence of in- 
fidel principles that marked the character of 
that awful time. The world was come to such 
a pass, that they were openly avowed and pub- 
licly established. 

It appeared to the philosophers of the school 
of Hebert, that in totally destroying such vesti- 
ges of religion and public worship as were still 
retained by the people of France, there was 
room for a splendid triumph of liberal opinions. 
Gobet, Constitutional Bis of Paris, was 
brought forward (in the Convention) in full pro- 
cession. He disowned in solemn and explicit 
terms the existence of the Deity, to whose wor- 
ship he had been consecrated. He laid on the 
table his episcopal decorations, and received a 
fraternal embrace from the President of the Con- 
vention. The world, for the first time, heard 
an assembly of men, born and educated in civi- 
lization, and assuming the right to govern one 
of the finest of the European nations, uplift 
their united voice to deny the most solemn 
truth which man’s soul receives, and renounce 
unanimously, the belief and worship of a Deity, 


Religivn was formally abolished. France con- 
tinued to subsist, and to achieve victories, al- 
though apparently forsaken of God, and deprived 
of all the ordinary resources of human wisdom. 
All this extraordinary energy was, in one word, 
the eflect of TERROR. DearH—a grave—are 
sounds which awaken the strongest terrors in 
those whom they menace! There was never any 
where, save in France, during this melancholy pe- 
riod, so awful @ comment on the expression of 
Scripture—‘‘All that a man hath will he give for 
his life!” 
force, was the only logic used by the govern- 
ment. Derats was the only appeal from their 
authority——the guillotine the all-sufficing argu- 
ment, which settled every debate betwixt them 
and the governed. 


‘Was the Exchequer low, the guillotine filled 
it with the effects of the wealthy. Did*the pa- 
per medium of circulation fall in the market to 
fifty under the hundred, the guillotine was ready 


annihilate the spirits of all flesh, that ‘death is an 


Force, immediate and _ irresistible: 


par. Was bread wanting, corn was to be found 
by the same compendious means, &c. The 


guillotine was a key to store houses, barns, and 
granaries. 


guillotine was ready to exterminate a!l conscripts 


Did the army want recruits, the 


who should hesitate to march. Even on the 
generals of the republican army, this decisive 
argument was possessed of the most conclusive 
authority. They were beheaded for want of 
success; but they were also guillotined when 
their successes were not improved to the full 
expectations of their masters. Nay, they were 
guillotined when, being too successful, they 
were suspected of having acquired over the 
soldier who had conquered under them, an in- 
terest dangerous to those who had the command 
of this all-sufficing reason of state. Even mere 
mediocrity, and a limited but regular discharge 
of duty, neither so brilliant as to incur jealousy, 
nor so important as to draw down censure, was 
no protection. There was no rallying point 
against this universal, and very simple system— 
of main force.’ ‘The Jacobin clubs themselves 
took upon them, in every village, the exercise 
of the powers of government. Death or fra- 
ternity was usually inscribed over their place of 
assembly.’ 

There never was any where, save in France, 
during this melancholy period, so awful a com- 
ment on this prediction of Scripture—descriptive 
of the last great systems of opinions, itself the 
rejection of all religion, which was finally to rise 
up against the Christian faith—‘‘And I looked, 
and behold a pate horse: and his name that 
sat on him was peatTH, and hell followed with 
him.” 

The monsters who presided over France in 
the reign of terror, becatne the victims, in its 
most appaling form, of that death which follow- 
ed hard in the wake of infidelity. It were blas- 
phemy to name the death of Curist, even in 
contrast with a mortal end like theirs., But it 
may be permitted, in comprehending in a single 
view the religion of Jesus with all that have o 
posed it, to cast a glance from the death of the 
first of the Christian martyrs to that of the apos- 
tles of infidelity, whom it first exalted as rulers. 


Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 
Ghost, and chosen out among men of honest 
repost as an elder of the Church of Curist, was 
taken by certain libertines and others, and 
brought before the Jewish council. When he 
was falsely accused, ‘‘all that sat in the council 
looking steadfastly on him, saw his face as it 
had been the face ofan angel.’”’ When he had 
reasoned with them out of the Scriptures “‘they 
were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him 
with their teeth. But he, being full of the Holy 
Ghost, looked up steadfastly into heaven, and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God. Then they cried out with a 
loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon 
him with one accord, and cast him out of the 
city, and stoned him: and they stoned Stephen, 
calling upon God, and saying Lord Jesus, re- 
ceive my spirit. And he kneeled down and 
cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin 
to their charge. And when he had said this he 
fell asleep.” —Acts vi. vii. 54-60. 


In changing the scene from Judea to France, 
and from the first to the close of the eighteenth 
century, the spiritual contrast is infinitely greater 
and mocks the power of man to measure it. 


None of all the victims of the reign of terror 
felt its disabling influence so completely as the 


to punish those who refused to exchange it at| 


despot (Robespierre) who had long directed its 
sway. The Hotel de Ville was surrounded by 
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fifteen hundred men, and cannon turned 
upon the doors. The deserted group of terror- 


about 


ists within conducted themselves like scorpions, 
which, when surrounded by a circle of fire, are 
are said to turn their stings on each other and 
on themselves. Mutual and ferocious upbraid- 
ing took place among these miserable men.— 
‘‘Wretch, where are the means you promised 
to furnish?” said Payan to Henriot, whom he 
found intoxicated and incapable of resolution or 
exertion; and seizing on him as he spoke, he 
precipitated the revolutionary general from a 
window. Heonriot survived the fall only to drag 
himself into a drain, in which he was afterward 
discovered and brought out to execution. The 
younger Robespierre threw himself from the 
window, but had not the good fortune to perish 
onthe spot. It seemed as if even the melan- 
choly fate of suicide, the last refuge of guilt and 
despair, was denied to men who had so long re- 
fused every species of mercy to their fellow-crea- 
tures. Las Basas alone had calmness enough 
to despatch himself with a pistol shot. Saint 
Just, after imploring his comrades to kill him, 
attempted his own life with an irresolute hand, 
and failed. Couthon lay beneath the table 
brandishing a knife, with which he repeatedly 
wounded his bosom, without daring to add 
force enough to reach his heart. Their chief, 
Robespierre, in an unsuccessful attempt to 
shoot himself, had only inflicted an horrible 
fracture on his under jaw. 

In this situation they were found like wolves 
in their lair, foul with blood, mutilated, despair- 
ing, and yet not able to die. Robespierre lay on 
a table in an anti-room, his head supported by 
a deal box, and his hideous countenance half 
hidden by a bloody and dirty cloth bound round 
the shattered chin. 

The captives were carried in triumph to the 
Convention, who, without admitting them to the 
bar, ordered them, as outlaws, for instant exe- 
cution. As the fatal cars passed to the guillo- 
tine, those who filled them, but especially Ro- 
bespierre, were overwhelmed with execrations 
from the friends and relatives of victims whom 
he had sent on the same melancholy road. The 
nature of his previous wound, from which the 
cloth had never been removed till the execu- 
tioner tore it off, added to the torture of the suf- 
ferer. The shattered jaw dropped, and the 
wretch yelled aloud, to the horror of the spec- 
tators. A masque taken from that dreadful 
head was long exhibited in the different nations 
of Europe, and appalled the spectators by its 
ugliness, and the mixture of fiendish expression 
with that of bodily agony. 

Keitn’s Signs of the Times. 


BIBLE CHRISTIANS. 


It has at no period of the Church been an un- 
common thing for professed christians, and pro- 
fessed ministers of the gospel to turn away from 
the standard of sober, scriptural truth, and give 
themselves up in consequence of it, sometimes 
to the uncertain speculations of philosophy, and 
sometimes to the wild ravings of fanaticism; and 
not unfrequently to both in conjunction. As this 
spirit has always manifested itself in some form 
or other, so it is exhibited, and perhaps in an 
unusual degree, at the period in which we live. 
There are at this hour many churches in our 
own land in which the sober theology of God’s 
word has grown unpopular, and the old doctrine, 
that men must be saved by the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost, is looked upon as well nigh ex- 
ploded, and the simple means of converting sin- 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 
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ners to God by the truths of His word; has given’ 
place to a cumbrous mass of machinery, which 
is designed perpetually to ply the animal pas- 
sions. If the question be asked, whence this 
strange departure from the form of sound words, 
and the path of sober practice, we believe that 
the true answer is that there is a perpetual ten- 
dency in human nature to leave the fountain of 
living waters, and hew out broken cisterns. Men 
do not love to yield implicitly to the plain doc- 
trines and commands of God; and hence the ef- 
fort to connect philosophy with theology, until 
the gospel becomes little more than a lifeless 
mass of metaphysics—the body without the 
spirit. 

The only cure for the evils to which we have 
adverted, is to be found in a return of the Church, 
and especially of the ministry, to the Bible, as 
the only standard of faith and practice. Let it 
be the object of every professed follower of 
Christ, to become, in the best sense, a Bible 
christian. When he would find out what he 
ought to believe on any point in religion, let 
him go directly to the Bible, and draw pure truth 
from the fountain, instead of certo recourse 
to the muddy waters of metaphysical theology. 
If he would know how he ought to feel, in other 
words if he would fix upon the right standard 
of Christian experience, let him go to the Bible; 
and there he will catch the meek, and humble, 
and unostentatious, and devoted spirit of the 
great Master, and not the proud, and arrogant, 
and censorious spirit of the world. If he would 
know how he ought to act, whether in the 
discharge of his more private and relative du- 
ties, or in his efforts to promote and extend 
revivals of religion, and build up the cause of 
Christ, to the Bible let him still repair; and if 
he will subject himself to the maxims he will 
there find, he will avoid the frenzy of fanati- 
cism on the one hand, and the coldness of 
spiritual death on the other. Ina word, he will 
be an active, devoted, and yet a discreet and 
judicious christian. 

Let every christian then, especially let every 
young chrisitan, under a humble sense of his 
own weakness and ignorance, some, with a spi- 
rit of meekness and docility to God’s holy word. 
Let this be done, and we shall have the best 
security for the prevalence of an enlightened 
and correct faith on the one hand, and for a 
consistent exhibition of christian character on 
the other. Let this be done, and we shall have 
a pledge of the increasing success of the cause 
of revivals, and of a repid approach of the tri- 


— of the millenial day.—Albany Journal 
Telegraph, | 


He that either lives without prayer, or prays 


| without life, hath not the spirit of God, 
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POETRY. 


THEY ARE NO MORE. 


They are no more! Oh, dull and drear, 

Sound those bereaving mournful words; 

Affliction finds no wilder tear,— 

Memory ho darker doom records; 

Not in our homes, not by our side, 

Move the bright beings we deplore; 

The hearts which love had sanctified, | | 
They are no more! 


Oh! breathes there one that hath not known 

The parting word—the dying look— 

While in the soul grief walked alone, 

And evéry pulse with anguish shook: 

Some cherished one that bléssed him there, 

And passed—at sunlight from the shore— 

Woe! woe! the young—the loved—the fair— 
They are no more. 


The music of their lips have fled, 
ir grace and beauty passed away; 
et lives the presence of the dead 
Within our souls, as light in day! 
A fresher light shall burst the tomb, 
And all the blessed Jost restore; 
Unknown those words of wail and gloom— 


Thcy are no more! 
Charles Swain. 


WHERE ARE THEY? 


BY JOHN MALCOLM. 

Our Fathers! where are they? and where - 

The prophets?—From this mortal scene, 
Gone with the dream of things that were, 

As if they ne’er had been. 
Beyond the wanderings of the morn, 

eyond the portals of the day, 

Unto a land whence none return, 

Our Fathers—where are they? 


The vanish’d comet Jong deem’d Jost, 
And absent for a thousand years, 
Again, amid the starry host, 
From darkness reappears. 
Seas ebb and flow upon the shore, 
Moons wax when they have waned away, 
But they who go to come no more, 
Our Fathers—where are they? 


Thou sun that light’st the boundless skies, 
Where are the earth’s departed gone? 
Ye stars, to your all-seeing eyes 
Is the great secret known? 
Ye breathe not of their place of rest, 
But roil in silence on your way, 
And the lorn echoes of the breast 
Still answer—Where are they? 


CHRISTIAN TRIUMPHS. 
Th 


ough laurel crowns and victor wreaths 

Be for the sons of triumph twin’d; 

Though song her sweétest music breathes 
For the destroyers of our kind; 

O let them weep, for time shall sweep 
Their perishable pomp away; 

O let them mourn, for death hall turn 
The proudest conqueror into clay. 


But here’s a deathless coronet, 
Wrought for the holy and the wise; 
And here is music sweeter yet, 3 
Which never faints and never dies; 
The good may see earth’s glory flee, _ 
Heaven’s ever living glory theirs; _ 
Their path is peace and pleasantness, 
And they are joy’s immortal heirs. 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


Correspondence of the Journal of Commerce. 
Lonvon, 29th Nov. 1832. 


We are all busy with the elections. The Metropolis 
is in a state of great excitement, and we are sow | to 
have each of its six divisions most warmly contested.— 


| There is some talk of the King, Queen and the Court 


party, visiting Hanover in the ensuing + . His Ma- 
jesty received an invitation from the Chambers in May 
last, and promised to comply with the wishes of his 
Hanoverian subjects. Their Majesties’ only 
buried in Hanover. | 

The mutiny in the 7th Hussars has been completely 
quelled, and several of the offenders have been adjudged 
by thefcourt martial to various degrees,of punishment— 
from transportation for lite, to imprisonment for a year. 
Had this occurrence taken place twenty years ago, the 
majority of the offenders would have been condemned 
to, and suffered death. | 

In Ireland, as in England, the elections are the all ab- 
sorbing topic. Mr. O’Connel has joined the conserva- 
tives, on condition of their aiding him in returning re- 
pealers of the Union. 

Hole and corner meetings are being held all over Eng- 
land, at which meetings, addresses are proposed and 
adopted, sympathising with the King of Holland and de- 
nouucing the conduct of the British Government. What 
would Pitt, Castlereagh, &c. have thought upon this sub- 


ject? What would they have done? Chains, dungeons and 


the scaffold! 


Tue Doutrcn War.—It was at first the wish and inten- 
tion of Marshal Gerard to attack the citadel from all 
points; but as the King of the Belgians has refused his 
consent, many serious difficulties have arisen, which are 
likely to protract the siege. In the meantime his Dutch 
Majesty is far from being idle. He has issued a procla- 
mation, in which he states his determination to “defend 
the safety, the rights, and the independence of Holland, 
by all means which providence has placed in his hands.” 
tie has also set apart the 2d of December, as a day to be 
kept holy, and for invoking the Divine aid against all the 
enemies of his country. Great zeal and activity is man- 
ifested both afloat and ashore,—both ‘sailors and soldiers 


| appear firm and devoted, and if the King of Holland is 


resolved to plunge Europe into a general war, he has the 
means of so doing. It is now again rumored that the 
“Three Great Powers” have drawn a manifesto a- 
gainst the proceedings of England and France, and that 
they have also threatened to assist the Dutch King in the 
event of a single cannon being fired upon the citadel.— 
France is evidently prepared for this movement, or she 
would not hdve encumbered her army with such heavy 


| artillery, neither would she have sent into Belgium so 


many troops—both infantry and cavalry—to take one 
fortress. No, no—France is prepared for the policy of 
Metternich, or that of the courts of Berlin or St. Pe- 
tersburg. 


The Morning Herald of to-day has published four edi- 
tions. From its contents I gather the information that 
the French have commenced throwing up batteries be- 
fore the citadel, and that the inhabitants of Berchem had 
received notice that hostilities would commence in 48 
hours. The Dutch continued to inundate the country, 
notwithstanding the French Marshal had threatened to 
retaliate upon Holland. In the Bejgian Chambers, the 
Ministers have been beaten and have resigned. It was 
presumed that a Catholic Administration would be form- 
ed—but much time and perplexity would be required in 
procuring any Ministry. M. Thorn has been liberated. 

Admiral Sir Pulteney Malcom and four of the English 
fleet have arrived in the Downs. 


France.—The attempt to assassinate Louis Philipe or 
the alleged attempt, perhaps, more properly speaking,— 
continues to divide Parisian attention with the operations 
of the French army. The would be assassin had not 
been discovered, but if we believe the Moniteur, great 
exertions are making for his capture. Several of the 
papers are to be prosecuted for having attributed the af- 
fair to the machinations of the police. M. Dupin has 
been elected President of the Chamber of Deputies by a 
considerable majority. Thus has the influence of M. 
Dupin among the Deputies been confirmed, and I have 
no doubt will induce the King to renew his overtures 


can now make his own terms with his Majesty,and some 
of the opposition papers are already speculating on the 
result. The Doctrinaire Ministry have triumphed over 
the libereaux. They have partially been joined by the 
Dupin supporters, and to this must be attributed their 
successes inthe Chambers. They were enabled to name 


4 t or nine chairmen of the Bureax, and to procure the 
of seven of their own party, with two of the 


child 


to bring him into the Ministry. It is believed that he| d 


Dupinites, to form the Committee of nine, who had the 
task of preparing an address in answer to the King’s 
speech. Thus have affairs taken a sudden turn, contra- 
ry to expectation; but you may rely upon it, that the 
Gauche will sooner or later defeat the wily Doctrainaires. 

Portycat:—Affairs in Oporto are becoming rather 
gloomy. Dissentions, the most alarming for the cause 
of the young Queen, have taken place, and the best 
friends of the Constitutionalists are beginning to des- 

air. The attempts of the usurper, in every attack that 

is army have made, have been bravely and successfully 
repulsed. 


Spain.—The influence of the Queen is said to be ex- 
erted in favor of Donna Maria’s pretensions—but they 
have not hitherto ripened into any over act, and proba- 
bly consist in mere inactive selfish sympathies suggested 
by tne similarity of the situation of her own daughter. 

A London paper states that the King of Spain had 
lapsed into a state of mental imbecility, from which itis 
believed that recovery is hopeless. 

A letter has been published, purporting to have been 
sent by Don Carlos to his brother Ferdinand, dated the 
18th, announcing his intention of quitting Spain with his 
family and proceeding to Rome. 


LATE AND IMPORTANT FROM EUROPE. 


By the packet ship South America, Capt. Marshall, 
from Liverpool, the editors of the Commercial Adverti- 
ser have received London papers of the 4th of December 
and Liverpool of the 5th, both inclusive, with commer- 
cial correspondence to the latest date. 


Commencement of Hostilities. 


Contrary to the expectations entertained by the Eng- 
lish ministers, and the papers in their confidence, to the 
last, hostilities had a commenced before Antwerp 
—the first guns being by the Dutch. On Friday, 
November 30th, the French troops made good their first 
approaches tothe citadelof Antwerp—advancing in safe- 
ty under cover of a fog, which prevented Gen. Chasse 
from discovering their operations. The Belgian posts on 
the esplanade looking toward the citadel, were relieved 
by French troops, who were thus put ‘n occupation of all 
the posts on that side of the city. At six o’clock, Lieu- 
tenant General St.. Cyr Neigues, chief of the Marshal’s 
staff, attended by Colonel Cradock, and a trumpeter bear- 
ing a flag of truce, advanced to the Line of Dutch sen- 
tries near the Lunette St. Laurent, and after the usual 
ceremonies, delivered, in the name of the two coercing 
powers, the summons to surrender. 


Ata recent meeting of the Literary and Philosophical 
Society of Southampton, Mr. Bulwer delivered an inter- 
esting lecture on the discoveries recently made of the 
remains of the very ancient city of Pedra, the capital 
of Idumea. The kingdom of Idumea or Edom, was one 
of the most remote antiquity; and it continued to flourish 
till some years after the Christian era. In the time of 
its prosperity it was the centre of a most extensive eom- 
merce. It has been, however, for many ages utterly de- 
serted; but its ruins, which till lately have remained un- 
visited and uninvestigated, are still of a magnitude and 
character to excite surprise and admiration. They at 
once arrest, by the most unequivocal characters, the 
long duration of the power of Idumea, and its former 
opulence. The principal object of the lecture was to 
show the minuteness with which the ancient Hebrew 
prophets had described the state of Idumea and its capi- 
tal, and the wonderful coincidence between their predic- 
tions and its present desolate condition. 


American Bible Society.—A large meeting of the friends 
of this institution, was held at Masonic Hall in this city, 
on Wednesday evening, Jan. 2; in reference to foreign 
distributions. The society propose sending 30,000 copies 
of the New Testament, in Modern Greek, to Greece.— 
The edition is to be from a translation recently prepared 
by the British and Foreign Bible Society. The Sandwich 
Islands, ($5,000 has been appropriated for distributions | 
here,) Burmah, Bombay, and China, were also named as 
scenes of the proposed effort. President Duer of Colum- 
bia College, presided at the meeting; and the Rev. Dr. 
Milnor gave a full statement of the project, and the ar- 
guments in its favor. $2,364 10, was collected or sub- 
scribed on the occasion. N. Y. Paper. 


Salem Steam Coach Company.—We mentioned a few 
ays since, a report that a line of steam coaches was to 
be established between Boston and Salem to run on the 
turnpike. The Boston Traveller confirms the report, 
states that there will be five or six carriages each to con- 
tain from 20 to. 30 passengers. The trip is intended to 
be performed in an hour, being one half of the time in 
which the mail stages now run from city to city. If suc- 
cessful, the line will be continued to Portland. 
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